PRESS RELEASE

PSG CALLS ON POLITICAL PARTIES TO DECLARE

POSITIONS ON ETHNIC CONFLICT

We, the undersigned members of the Peace Support group (PSG), view the forthcoming General Elections as an opportunity for political parties to declare their policies on the twin challenges of governance and conflict resolution. We are deeply concerned that the deplorable practice of using elections for demagogy and hate campaigns, particularly on matters relating to the protracted ethnic conflict, is being repeated yet again. Therefore, we call on all political parties to desist from this damaging practice. 

We believe that the ethnic conflict and its manifestation in protracted war, is the primary cause of the national crisis that confronts us today. It has retarded social and infrastructural development, led to corruption and crime as well as to the deprivation and brutalization of human values. Whilst political parties  have different views as regards the nature and causes of the conflict, no one can deny the crisis itself.

We, therefore, appeal to all political parties, in particular the PA, UNP, JVP and the Tamil and Muslim political formations contesting election, to place before the People their respective positions on the conflict as well as their proposals for its resolution. We call on them to be consistent in their pronouncements and positions regarding the conflict and its resolution and to place before the people their proposals for a just and durable peace. 
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