PEACE SUPPORT GROUP CALLS FOR AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT

OF PEACE & RECONCILIATION

The President’s decision to prorogue Parliament in the face of  a `No Confidence Motion’ against the government and a petition signed by a majority of the members of parliament calling for an early debate on the Motion, is clearly a subversion of the basic principles and practices of parliamentary democracy. The integrity of the parliamentary process is  called into question when Parliament is prorogued for expedient and partisan reasons.  

 Furthermore, the decision to hold a non-binding referendum during this period is a cynical attempt to divert attention from the blatantly anti-democratic act of prorogation by executive fiat. In addition, the wording of the question to be placed at the referendum - “is a new constitution as a matter of national importance and necessity needed for the country?” - shows a measure of contempt for the public’s understanding of the issues relating to constitution making. The objective of the referendum needs to be clarified. There is confusion as to whether it is purely consultative or the first step towards the adoption of a new Constitution through extra-Constitutional means. 

The Constitution is a social contract among all the groups and communities living in a society.  It should be an agreed text based on a broad consultative process as well as a multi-party consensus. In the absence of this, to even attempt to frame constitutional issues in a yes/no format at a referendum, is to question the very legitimacy of the process of Constitution-making.
The confrontational nature of recent political developments compounds the current national crisis and  relegates to the background the key issues of the war, related security, economic and humanitarian concerns, questions of governance and the spiraling cost of living.   

Given the above  and the inability of any one political formation at present to form a stable government on its own, we believe that a coalition of forces around a minimum programme of peace and democratic reform for an agreed period of time, is necessary for the country.

Accordingly, we urge the immediate rescinding of the Presidential orders proroguing parliament and calling for a referendum. We also recommend the setting up of a 2 year Interim Government of Peace and Reconciliation in the spirit of partnership and power sharing, committed to advancing the peace process and democratic reform. This government should comprise the incumbent President, a Prime Minister who commands the confidence of Parliament and representatives of political parties who agree on a minimum programme of peace and democratic reform. 

Our proposal is not to be confused with proposals from sections of civil society and the polity that favour the setting-up of a `National Government’ with the objective of excluding minority parties and prosecuting the war. We totally reject this . What we favour, instead, is the formation of an Interim Government of Peace and Reconciliation to implement a Minimum Programme which includes the following elements:

1. Re - activation of the peace process;

2. Constitutional reforms including the abolition of the Executive presidency, establishment of five Independent Commissions, electoral reforms, substantial Devolution of powers and a commitment to enhance the protection of human rights.   

3. The strengthening of the existing Bribery Commission and Human Rights                    Commission.

We appeal to all political parties to rise above partisan interests and address the current crisis. We call on members of civil society to defend and promote democracy and peace at this critical juncture in our history. 
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