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PSG WELCOMES OUTCOME OF SATTAHIP TALKS

We the undersigned members of the Peace Support Group (PSG), welcome the decisions taken at the first round of formal talks between the Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in Sattahip, Thailand, as a sound basis for future negotiations. We, in particular, welcome the sentiments expressed by the chief negotiators at the peace talks, Prof G.L.Peiris, leader of the Sri Lankan Government delegation and Dr. Anton Balasingham, leader of the LTTE delegation, that they are seriously committed to advancing the peace process on a step-by-step basis, but without losing sight of the final objective of a durable solution to the conflict. This is to be achieved by substantial autonomy and self-governance to meet the aspirations of the peoples of the North and East within a united Sri Lanka.

The decisions taken at the first round of talks, however, are limited in scope.  They cannot be otherwise given the protracted and complex nature of the conflict. In this context, the proposal to set up a Joint Committee comprising representatives of the GoSL and LTTE aimed at consolidating the achievements of the Ceasefire Agreement (CFA)  as well as addressing such matters as the High Security Zones is timely. Further, the proposal to establish a Joint Task Force for Humanitarian and Reconstruction activities aimed at benefiting all ethnic communities of the North and East provides the opportunity for restoring normalcy to the lives of the people in conflict areas.

While the above measures are essential pre-requisites in consolidating and advancing the peace process, we wish to highlight the following imperatives that need to be addressed in the forthcoming weeks. 

Firstly, while the proposed Joint Task Force for Humanitarian and Reconstruction Activities is seen by both parties as an “expression of their willingness to work together towards the establishment of a provisional Administrative Structure for the North and East”, we would like to reiterate that any of the above structures, no matter how informal, should be guided by the principles of human rights, pluralism, democracy and accountability.  The Joint Task Force should reflect the diversity of the North and East and include representatives of civil society. It should also conduct its activities in an open transparent and consultative manner.

Secondly, the period spanning the conclusion of the first round and the scheduled fourth  round of talks in early January 2003, should be utilized in working out a set of Guiding Principles or a Normative Frame of Reference for future negotiations on substantive and core issues.  This should include such issues as the importance of democracy, the nature of the state, power-sharing and autonomy for the North and East, fundamental rights and freedoms. In this process we urge the setting up of a consultative mechanism comprising a broad section of civil society and political actors that would run parallel to the direct negotiations between the GoSL and the LTTE.  We also urge that the two parties avail themselves of this mechanism throughout the negotiating process.

Thirdly, the PSG has always requested the GoSL and the LTTE to enter into a separate Human Rights Agreement or Memorandum of Understanding on Human Rights. Such an agreement or Memorandum of Understanding should commit both parties to abide by international standards of human rights and result in the setting up of a monitoring mechanism for human rights protection, that includes international representation..

Finally, we call on the GoSL and the LTTE to renounce the further use of land mines as a gesture of good faith and as a demonstration of their commitment to the speedy resettlement of internally displaced people and the restoration of normalcy in the North and East.
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