PRESS RELEASE

PSG Calls On Government and LTTE to Proceed to Direct Talks

The Peace Support Group welcomes recent statements by representatives of the Government of Sri Lanka and of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) which indicate that both parties to the conflict in Sri Lanka are moving steadily closer to a peace process. We are sure that the People of Sri Lanka of all ethnicities, religions and languages who desire peace wait anxiously to see their dreams of a democratic and peaceful Sri Lanka realized in the not so distant future.

We especially commend the words of Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirgamer, when he  said that the proscription of the LTTE by the UK government should not be seen 'as a matter of gloating or triumph' by the Sinhala community, but rather 'as the end of a violent chapter, and the opening of another of peace and prosperity'. He also reiterated that there was no 'logical' connection between the proscription and the peace process.

On behalf of the LTTE ,its spokesperson Mr. Anton Balasingham in a statement issued in London, went on record as saying  that 'irrespective of the ban, the LTTE would continue with the peace process and cooperate with the Norwegian efforts' to facilitate a move towards negotiations by both parties to the conflict’.

Sri Lanka has reached a critical moment in its history and Sri Lankans  are once more full of expectations for a harmonious future that will guarantee the rights and dignity of all the communities who live on the island. Political leaders from every party and group must commit themselves to seeking a sustainable and just peace in Sri Lanka.

The government and the LTTE must now move towards negotiations adopting an open-minded and sensitive attitude to each other's concerns. The Sri Lankan government faces the challenge of protecting the human rights of all its citizens, including the rights of those who live in areas outside of government control in the North and East of the island, and of affirming every citizens’ entitlement to equal treatment and access to resources and opportunities. The LTTE in turn faces the challenge of evolving  democratic structures if it wishes to legitimise its claim to be the authentic political representative of the Tamil people of Sri Lanka.

We call on the government and the LTTE to commence direct talks and to utilize the good offices of Norway as the facilitator in  overcoming mutual distrust and suspicion.

We urge civil society organisations engaged in the spheres of human rights and peace activism on both sides of the ethnic divide to formulate a broad framework for the safeguarding of human rights and humanitarian norms to be incorporated into the peace process and as a guideline for the parties to the conflict to adhere to.

We, the undersigned members of the Peace Support Group ( PSG) extend our fullest cooperation to the on-going peace initiatives by Norway and supported by the international community , and pledge to do our utmost to ensure that the peace process is internalised and taken forward so that the Peoples of Sri Lanka can live in Peace with dignity and equality. 
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