PRESS RELEASE

PSG Warns of Escalation of Violence and Calls for Immediate Ceasefire

We the undersigned members of the Peace Support Group (PSG) are deeply concerned over the effective deletion of the peace process from the current political agenda.  Our concern is reinforced by certain recent developments which indicate an impending intensification of the on - going war.

We are particularly concerned over reports of a mass recruitment drive by the LTTE  in parts of Batticaloa and the Wanni. What is disturbing are media reports as well as reports from independent sources that the methods of recruitment include abductions, intimidation and psychological pressure on families and school children. Forced recruitment and abductions are a clear violation of human rights standards and humanitarian norms, and cannot be justified whatever the compulsions may be.  This de-humanising state of affairs further underscores the need to bring an end to the conflict that has brutalized the younger generation. 

We are also concerned that the assassination of V.Sornalingam (alias "Colonel Shankar"), said to be a close confidante of LTTE leader Vellupillai Prabhakaran, could lead to an uncontrollable cycle of violence and further militarization.

We fear that the instances mentioned above are clearly  indicative of an impending outbreak of hostilities on a massive scale. The humanitarian disaster that is bound to follow may be of a magnitude never witnessed before.

We, therefore, call on all political parties to revive the peace process as a matter of the utmost urgency and call in particular on both the Sri Lankan Government and the LTTE to immediately declare a ceasefire and utilize the time and space for a renewal of peace initiatives through the good offices of Norway. 

Time is fast running out…….
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