PSG CALLS FOR CEASEFIRE AND RE - ACTIVATION OF THE PEACE PROCESS

We the undersigned members of the Peace Support Group (PSG), welcome the recent initiatives by civil society organizations and political parties to overcome the present political crisis.  We hope that these initiatives will provide fresh impetus to the task of democratization through the establishment of the Independent Commissions, on which there appears to be a national consensus.

We  are deeply  concerned, however,  that a political settlement of the ethnic conflict through the Norwegian facilitated peace process has been totally removed from the political agenda.  We are especially alarmed by recent media reports that a condition of support for the government in Parliament, is its agreement to placing the peace process and efforts to negotiate with the LTTE, in cold storage.  

The LTTE attack on the Katunayake Air Force Base and the Bandaranaike International Airport, reinforces the primacy of a re- activated peace process for the future of the country. The destruction and devastating economic consequences of the attack,  constitute a particularly  grim reminder of the pivotal importance of peace to the development and prosperity of Sri Lanka. Likewise, the sustained aerial bombardment of LTTE targets in the north east  threatens an intensification of the war including the loss of life of non- combatants and destruction to property. This will contribute towards the acceleration of economic collapse and further erode the confidence the international community has displayed towards Sri Lanka so far.

We therefore appeal to all political parties to heed the call we made on Friday 20 July 2001 for the establishment of a multi- party Interim Government of Peace and Reconciliation around a minimum programme of reforms designed to secure peace and democracy, as a matter of the utmost urgency. The twin challenges of peace and constitutional reform require a multi – party consensus, entered into and sustained in a spirit of partnership and power –sharing.  

We also urge the Government and the LTTE to immediately declare a cease-fire and seize the opportunity provided by the good offices of Norway on behalf of the international community, in formulating an agenda for future negotiations. The negotiations, in addition to addressing security and humanitarian issues and matters relating to rehabilitation and reconstruction, should focus on political negotiations aimed at interim institutional arrangements and constitutional reforms.

We call on all groups and individuals in civil society to join us in impressing upon the politicians the crucial importance of taking these steps to overcome the current crisis as a matter of the utmost priority.

These steps are necessary and they entail no losers.  By restoring focus on the primacy of peace and democratic governance, they restore confidence in the future of Sri Lanka.    
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