Press Release

PSG Urges Government and LTTE to Cease -fire and engage in Talks

We, the under-signed members of the Peace Support Group(PSG), express deep concern and sorrow over the loss of lives of hundreds of combatants and injuries to many more, following last week’s launching of `Operation Agni Kheela’ by the Sri Lankan security forces and counter-offensives by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).  The bloody stalemate is yet another indication that there can be no military solution to the protracted  conflict. 

The LTTE’s unilateral declaration of ceasefire on Christmas eve 2000 and the 5-day truce by the Government to coincide with the Sinhala-Tamil New Year this year, were greeted with immense relief by all peace-loving people across the ethnic divide. This was clearly evident in the relaxed atmosphere that prevailed around the country during this period and was despite sporadic skirmishes between the LTTE and the security forces in the war zones. 

In this context, we regret the decision of the Government to allow the truce to lapse at the end of the 5-day period and to launch an all out ground offensive.  We also regret the LTTE’s  decision to allow its unilateral cease- fire to lapse on 24th of April. The present situation can easily lead to an intractable impasse and the de-railing of peace initiatives on which peace-loving peoples on both sides of the ethnic divide have pinned their hopes. 

We strongly feel that the Government has the primary responsibility now, in initiating a process leading to a full-fledged cease- fire and cessation of hostilities with the good offices of Norwegian facilitation. Since the LTTE has already stipulated the need for a cease- fire, the prospects for a mutually reciprocated cessation of hostilities could be  put in place immediately. The draft proposals for the necessary monitoring mechanisms of the cease- fire and cessation of hostilities, arising out of Norwegian facilitation, can then be activated by mutual consent. 

As peace initiatives relating to internal armed conflicts elsewhere have shown us, the   de-proscription of an anti-State movement inevitably takes place with advances made at the negotiating table. In this, the LTTE has the primary responsibility to ensure that the issue of the ban is treated as a negotiable demand, along with other political and humanitarian demands, and not as a non-negotiable pre-condition for commencement of peace talks.

In view of the above we, the undersigned members of the Peace Support Group (PSG), urge the Government and the LTTE to seize the opportunity offered by Norwegian facilitation and proceed speedily for peace talks on substantive political and humanitarian issues. In this, a mutually reciprocated ceasefire and cessation of hostilities on the one hand, and flexibility on the part of the LTTE on the ban issue, on the other, would greatly facilitate the advancement of the peace process.

It is time to translate the anguished cry for peace of the Peoples of this country into a reality.
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