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PSG CLAIMS ELECTION VERDICT IS A MANDATE FOR PEACE

We the undersigned members of the Peace Support Group (PSG) welcome the verdict of  the recently concluded General Elections as a popular mandate for peace and against war.

It is abundantly clear that the  electorate has endorsed a re-vitalization of the peace process and dialogue with the LTTE.  In doing so, the electorate has turned its back on a campaign based on fear, warmongering and intolerance with regard to the resolution of the ethnic conflict. The electorate in the north east too, has convincingly endorsed a revitalization of the peace process.

We now need to look ahead. 

The first step is for both the PA and the UNP, in particular, President Chandrika Kumaratunga and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe to put aside their personal  animosities and narrow partisan interests and work together in a spirit of  cooperation. This is not an option, but a necessity. It is imperative in the national interest. 

We urge the new Government to reactivate the  Norwegian assisted peace initiative with the objective of commencing direct negotiations with the LTTE, as a matter of priority. It is essential that the LTTE seize the opportunity provided by the mandate for peace at the recently concluded General Elections, and enter into negotiations with the Government to arrive at a just and a durable settlement to the Ethnic Question within a united/unified Sri Lanka.

As outlined in our Agenda For Peace and other statements, a bilateral cease fire  and the total lifting of the economic embargo are imperative first steps towards peace-building. Other confidence-building measures, including the suspension of the ban on the LTTE as an initial step towards de-proscription, need to be seriously considered in creating a congenial atmosphere for negotiations. 

Our country has once again reached a critical cross-road. It is vitally important that we do not squander another opportunity for peace and economic development based on justice, dignity and equality for all peoples of Sri Lanka.
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