PRESS RELEASE

PSG WELCOMES PA-UNP DIALOGUE

We, the undersigned members of the Peace Support Group (PSG) welcome the invitation by the PA Government to the UNP, conveyed through a letter from Prime Minister Ratnasiri Wickremanayake to the UNP leader Ranil Wickremesinghe, to commence a formal discussion between the two parties “concerning the possibility of a government of consensus being formed between the Peoples Alliance (PA) and the United National party (UNP)”.  We further welcome the identification of the ethnic conflict to be of a matter of “immediate priority” requiring a “negotiated settlement to the ethnic question”.  In particular, we fully endorse the proposal of the Government that ,” we should endeavour jointly, on the one hand, to engage the LTTE in constructive negotiations and, on the other, to make constitutional arrangements to guarantee the rights of the minorities”.

We also welcome the prompt response to PA’s invitation by the UNP leader Ranil Wickremesinghe indicating his party’s readiness to engage in an official dialogue aimed at addressing the present political crisis. Although we are concerned that the proposals indicated by the UNP do not make any reference to the peace process, we feel that an adequate basis for discussions exists between the PA’s stated priorities and the UNPs proposals to address the national crisis.

We, as the Peace Support Group, have consistently taken the position calling for a Multiparty Interim Government of Peace and Reconciliation centred around the twin tasks of democratization and conflict resolution.  In this context: 

We call on the PA to extend the invitation to all political parties represented in parliament and to immediately reconvene parliament and cancel the referendum.

We call on the UNP and other political parties to seize the opportunity to move towards a national consensus around the core issues of the ethnic conflict and  related war, democratic reforms and governance.

We call upon civil society to actively engage with the leadership of political parties to facilitate a power-sharing arrangement centred around a programme of Peace and Democracy.
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