PRESS RELEASE 

PSG Proposal for Revival of Peace Process  

We the undersigned members of the Peace Support Group (PSG) are gravely concerned over recent developments, which have in effect stalled the Norwegian facilitated peace process.  This has come about despite the progress made by Norway in narrowing the differences between the government and the LTTE on humanitarian and security related issues.

Our immediate concern is centred on the consequences for the peace process of the de-proscription issue and the prevailing climate of political uncertainty and ethnic tension. 

With regard to the latter, we are concerned that the political uncertainty associated with the impending no-confidence motion has diverted attention from the primacy of the on-going peace initiatives. Accordingly, we call on all parties to make a public commitment to de - link the Norwegian facilitated peace process from the vicissitudes and vagaries of partisan politics. 

With regard to the LTTE call for its de- proscription by the Sri Lankan Government, we are of the opinion that the immediate priority is for the Sri Lankan State and the LTTE to commence direct negotiations on the basis of what has been already agreed upon and conveyed through the good offices of Norway.  This, we understand, relates to matters pertaining to a stable cease-fire, security and other humanitarian issues.  The issue of de-proscription could be resolved by suspending the ban to enable negotiations to commence on the implementation of any agreement or understanding reached on security and humanitarian issues. De-proscription may be effected with the commencement of peace negotiations aimed at finding a durable and a just political solution to the ethnic conflict. 
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