
PRESS RELEASE

PSG WELCOMES CEASE FIRE ANNOUNCEMENTS BY  GOVERNMENT AND LTTE

We, the undersigned members of the Peace Support Group (PSG), welcome the unilateral declaration of a cease fire by the LTTE  which came into effect on 24th December for a period of one month and the decision of the Government to reciprocate.  We also welcome the decision of the Government to lift the embargo on food and medical supplies to the north east  as a demonstration of its commitment to the people.  

The LTTE, in their announcement of 19th December declaring a cease fire, gave due recognition to the verdict at the recently concluded general elections as a "collective mandate for peace and ethnic harmony given by the Sinhala and the Tamil masses". The Government in its announcement of 21st December, reciprocating the cease fire, also gave due recognition to the need to "bring about an atmosphere conducive to invigorating the peace process".  These statements constitute a twin reality and acknowledge the popular desire for peace and the imperative of peace-building.

We urge the Government and the LTTE to consolidate their respective  cease fire declarations into a stable and enduring cease fire agreement and to work speedily towards other confidence building measures as a prelude to political negotiations to end the ethnic conflict.  In this context, we urge both sides to seriously consider international monitoring of the cease fire as an important and integral element of a strong and durable cease fire agreement.  

We recognize that a political settlement of the ethnic conflict with constitutional guarantees cannot be achieved overnight and that peace building necessitates the establishment of trust and confidence over a period of time.  In this respect, the decision of the Government and the LTTE to move towards a cease -fire should be seen as the vital first step and we call upon all political parties and civil society organizations to lend their support to this  long overdue reactivation of the peace process.

We as the citizens of this country have a crucial role to play in ensuring public support and legitimacy for all efforts to build a lasting democratic peace with justice and dignity for all the peoples of Sri Lanka. 
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