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We,	 the	 undersigned	 activists	 and	organisations	 from	Sri	 Lanka,	 are	 seriously	 concerned	by	 President	
Maithripala	 Sirisena’s	 recent	 statements	 where	 he	 rejected	 the	 possibility	 of	 participation	 of	 foreign	
personnel	 in	 proposed	 justice	 mechanisms	 to	 deal	 with	 human	 rights	 abuses	 and	 violations	 of	
international	 humanitarian	 law.	He	 also	went	 on	 to	 express	 his	 full	 confidence	 in	 the	 existing	 judicial	
system	 and	 in	 Sri	 Lanka’s	 investigative	 authorities.	 These	 statements	 are	 contrary	 to	 Sri	 Lanka’s	
commitment	in	the	consensus	resolution	at	the	30th	Session	of	the	UN	Human	Rights	Council	(UNHRC)	
in	 October	 2015,	 which	 Sri	 Lanka	 co-sponsored.	 That	 resolution	 affirmed	 the	 importance	 of	 the	
participation	of	Commonwealth	and	other	foreign	judges,	prosecutors,	lawyers	and	investigators	in	a	Sri	
Lankan	 judicial	 mechanism.	 Statements	 by	 the	 President	 and	 others	 in	 government	 in	 recent	 weeks	
raises	questions	whether	there	is	a	genuine	political	will	to	carry	through	with	its	own	commitments.		

In	 the	 context	 of	 wide-scale	 impunity	 and	 the	 alleged	 collusion	 of	 state	 functionaries	 in	 systematic	
criminal	 conduct,	 robust	 participation	 of	 foreign	 personnel	 in	 trials	 is	 a	 necessary	 starting	 point	 to	
redeeming	 the	 trust	 of	 victims	 in	 the	 state,	 and	 ensuring	 the	 confidence	 and	 participation	 of	 all	
stakeholders	 in	 Sri	 Lankan	 transitional	 justice	 processes.	 President	 Sirisena’s	 comments	 are	 deeply	
damaging	 to	 government’s	 avowed	 commitments	 to	 victims	 and	 the	 international	 community	 in	 this	
regard.	 Furthermore,	 state	 investigations	 in	 the	 past	 have	 had	 foreign	 personnel	 as	 advisers	 and	
observers	 including	 the	 International	 Independent	Group	of	Eminent	Persons	 (IIGEP)	and	the	Advisory	
Council	to	the	Presidential	Commission	on	Missing	Persons.	Failures	of	such	initiatives	contributed	to	the	
collapse	of	the	rule	of	law	and	exacerbated	the	culture	of	impunity,	areas	requiring	urgent	attention	if	
the	government	is	sincere	in	its	commitments	to	its	citizens.	We	also	recognise	the	expertise	and	skills	
required	 to	 investigate	 and	prosecute	 serious	 abuses	of	 international	 human	 rights	 and	humanitarian	
law,	and	note	the	vacuum	in	this	regard	within	Sri	Lanka.	Thus,	 it	 is	crucial	the	government	introduces	
immediate	reforms	including	the	robust	participation	of	foreign	personnel	in	domestic	mechanisms.		

The	comments	by	the	President	also	come	at	a	time	when	the	government	has,	in	partnership	with	the	
United	 Nations,	 embarked	 on	 a	 process	 of	 consultations	 on	 the	 design	 of	 transitional	 justice	
mechanisms	outlined	in	the	UNHRC	resolution.	These	comments	severely	compromise	that	process	and	
cast	in	doubt	the	intentions	of	the	entire	endeavour.	We	urge	the	government	to	take	immediate	steps	
to	implement	in	full	its	commitments,	thereby	demonstrating	its	sincerity	in	the	pursuit	of	truth,	justice	
and	reconciliation	in	Sri	Lanka.		
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52. Action	Against	Apathy	
53. Centre	for	Policy	Alternatives		
54. IMADR	Asia	Committee	
55. INFORM	Human	Rights	Documentation	Center	
56. Rights	Now	Collective	for	Democracy	
57. SAMADANA/N	-	Centre	for	Nonviolence,	Conflict	Resolution	&	Handling,	Peace	Building	and	
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