International Federation
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7 February 2005

Ambassador

Royal Nepalese Embassy
No. 153, Kynsey Road
Colombo 08

Your Excellency,

The Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), the Free Media Movement (FMM) and the
International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) - the global organisation representing 500,000
journalists worldwide — are deeply concerned about the dismissal of the government in Nepal on
1 February by King Gyanendra.

Communication remains cut off since the dismissal and we fear for the safety of all Nepalese
people, including the many national journalists and international correspondents working there.

Further, IFJ has received reliable information that Federation of Nepalese Journalists (FNJ)
President, Tara Nath Dahal and FNJ Secretary General, Bishnu Nisthuri have been arrested by
the security forces in Nepal. It is also reported that media houses are under army surveillance
and that one of the first acts of the King after the take-over was to summon all newspaper
editors to the palace. They were told that from now on, all publications would be vetted.

These actions have affectively silenced all free and independent media in Nepal.

IFJ has documented a terrible history of attacks against journalists, violations of human rights
and oppression of freedom of speech. More than 100 journalists were arrested during the
previous state of emergency and many of them were subjected to torture.

We are gravely concerned about the violation of human rights and of democracy in Nepal.
Therefore, we at CPA, FMM and IFJ call on the King to reinstate the suspended constitutional
rights, especially the freedom of press, freedom of speech and expression, freedom to
assemble peacefully, freedom against preventive detention and to ensure the safety of
journalists.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. P. Saravanamuttu Sunanda Deshapriya Christopher Warren

Executive Director Spokesperson President
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